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SUBJECT: GUY DE COMMINES DE MARSILLY, NEW FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR TO ALGERIA 

1. COMMINES, 54 YEARS OLD, HAS JUST BEEN NAMED AS 
AMBASSADOR TO ALGERIA’ REPLACING JEAN-MARIE SOUTOU, 
NEWLY-APPOINTED FRENCH REPRESENTATIVE TO THE EEC. 
COMMINES HAS THE CLASSIC BACKGROUND OF A SUCCESSFUL 
FRENCH DIPLOMAT, AS A GRADUATE OF THE FACULTY OF 
POLITICAL SCIENCE AND OF THE ECOLE NATIONALE D'ADMINIS- 
TRATION (ENA), AS THE SON OF A FORMER DIPLOMAT, AND AS 
THE WIDOWER OF MAURICE COUVE DE MURVILLE'S NIECE. 

2. HE BEGAN HIS POLITICAL CAREER AT THE FRENCH EMBASSY 
IN VIENNA FROM 1951 TO 1956, FOLLOWED BY AN ASSIGNMENT 
IN RABAT UNTIL 1958. HE THEN SPENT A YEAR AT THE 

QUAI D'ORSAY BEFORE TRANSFER TO THE WASHINGTON EMBASSY 
AS FIRST SECRETARY, THEN SECOND COUNSELOR. NAMED 
AMBASSADOR TO CHAD IN 1963, HE REMAINED THERE UNTIL 
HIS ASSIGNMENT IN 1968 AS MINISTER-COUNSELOR IN BONN. 

IN 1971 HE RETURNED TO THE QUAI AS HEAD OF THE NORTH 
AFRICA AND LEVANT DEPARTMENT, A POST HE HELD UNTIL HIS 
CURRENT ASSIGNMENT. COMMINES, DESPITE HIS BIRTH INTO AN 
OLD AND ARISTOCRATIC FRENCH FAMILY, ACQUIRED THE 
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GOING AND INFORMAL DIPLOMAT. OPINION DIFFERS CONSIDERING 
HIS JUDGMENT, WHICH IS RESPECTED BY SOME AND 
CRITICIZED BY OTHERS. BOTH ISRAELIS AND ARABS 
APPEAR TO HAVE RESPECTED HIS IMPARTIALITY DURING HIS 
TENURE AS HEAD OF QUAI MIDEAST AFFAIRS. HE HAS MADE A 
WIDE CIRCLE OF FRIENDS WHEREVER HE SERVED, AND HAS BEEN 
A VALUED CONTACT OF SENIOR EMBASSY OFFICERS. ON MORE 
THAN ONE OCCASION HE HAS SHARED CONFIDENCES. HIS OUT- 
GOING PERSONALITY HAS ALSO MADE HIM A FAVORITE AT 
SOCIAL OCCASIONS. HE SPEAKS EXCELLENT ENGLISH AND 
ENJOYS HUNTING, SKIING AND SWIMMING. 
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